
Insects of Mt. Takao

Eurythyrea tenuistriata feed on Japanese 
beech (Fagus crenata) leaves

For the sake of nature conservation, 
please refrain from collecting insects in 
natural parks, including Mt. Takao.

Nearly 5,000 species thrive in one of the 
largest insect habitats in Japan

Mt. Takao is the habitat for around 5000 
insect species, and along with Mt. Minoh 
in Osaka Prefecture and Mt. Kibune in 
Kyoto Prefecture, it is considered one of 
Japan's three major insect habitats. 
Despite being a low mountain near an 
urban area, it is a place where you can 
enjoy observing a wide variety of insects 
such as butterflies, moths, stag beetles, 
and longhorn beetles. One reason Mt. 
Takao supports such remarkable insect 
diversity is its abundance of plant life. 
Around 1,600 species of plants flourish on 
the mountain, giving each insect a greater 
chance of finding its ideal environ-
ment—where they can feed, hide, and lay 
eggs. These favorable conditions allow the 
insects of Mt. Takao to thrive and pass on 
their lives to the next generation.
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Japanese stick insect (Ramulus 
mikado) imitating a branch

Ezo cicada(Auritibicen japonicus) suckling 
tree sap of Japanese fir
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Miyama stag beetle (Lucanus maculifemor-
atus) gathering Konara oak (Quercus 
serrata) sap
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A weevil Cyllorhynchites ursulus laying 
an egg to an acorn

Chestnut tiger butterfly (Parantica sita) 
larva and adult

Branches and leaves of trees are 
important places to hide

Callicilix abraxata larva imitating a leaf

A Leaf-rolling weevil Paratrachelopho-
rus longicornis rolling a leaf with an egg 
inside

Passing life on to the next generation 
in a rich natural environment

Branches and leaves of trees are 
important places to hide


